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Purpose

- Identify and understand the schools process to teaching 
phonics from reception upwards.

- Explain routines and processes regarding reading books 
and reading records.

- Understand how we assess children’s reading ages to 
ensure they are reading material that is optimal for their 
learning.

- Signpost parents towards ways of supporting their 
child/children as learners.



Why is reading so 
important?



Reading is a skill



Phonics

All schools in the UK will teach children to read through a systematic synthetic 
phonics approach. The government have approved a number of schemes and 
allowed schools to select their best fit to follow. As a school we use Twinkl phonics 
which provides us with a consistent and structured approach to our learning.





Reception
Pupils in Year R, reception, read together as a class, with the teacher; on a one-to-one 
basis and throughout the day and the curriculum. The Twinkl phonics scheme has 6 
levels and in Reception children will work through levels one to four. 



Level One Phonics

In Reception, there is a great deal of singing, actions and nursery rhymes when children are exposed to the 
language. They are encouraged to speak and listen effectively to each other and to adults.  Speaking and 
listening are an important set of literacy skills that will create the foundation to a lot of a child’s further 
learning. Phase 1 phonics skills that are developed at this stage include:

Environmental sounds

Instrumental sounds

Body percussion (e.g. clapping and stamping)

Rhythm and rhyme

Alliteration

Voice sounds

Oral blending and segmenting (e.g. hearing that d-o-g makes ‘dog’)

Parents can access level 1 environmental sounds work from Twinkl, on Youtube.



Level Two Phonics

This is where the phonics teaching routine begins properly and the children will do 
phonics sessions in class daily for thirty minutes every morning throughout 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2.

Within sessions children are taught new sounds through stories and activities in 
their workbooks. They will dictate sentences and begin to develop their skills of 
hearing phonemes (sounds) and then associating them with graphemes (written 
letter shapes) enabling them to become early writers.





Rhino Readers
Reception children will be sent home Rhino Readers reading books that link to the 
phonics they have been learning that week in class. This book will be fully 
phonetically decodable to the children and they should encounter no words that 
include any sounds that they have not been taught. They will have these books for 
a week so should spend time working on them at home in order to further develop 
their understanding of the sounds they have been learning.

All the Rhino Readers are available as e-books.





Level 3



Level 4

By this point, children will have learned all of the 44 phonemes (units of sound) and should 
be confident at reading, blending and spelling simple CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) 
words. Instead of learning new sounds, Level 4 focuses on consolidating what children have 
already learned and helping them to blend more complex words.

During Level 4 phonics, children will:

● Consolidate graphemes, sounds and spellings that they will have learned in 
previous stages.

● Be introduced to words with adjacent consonants (including CVCC and CCVC 
words).

● Learn to write polysyllabic (more than one syllable) words
● Learn how to read and spell a wider range of tricky words.
● Learn how to write each of the different letters.

https://www.twinkl.com/teaching-wiki/phoneme


Year 1

Year 1 starts with children revisiting Level 4. Due to the summer holidays we find 
some children will have a slight drop off in terms of their understanding and by 
revisiting Level 4 as an additional daily phonics session we can ensure children 
make more sustained progress.

Please don’t worry if your child comes home with a Rhino Reader they may have 
already seen. It is due to the revisit element of the scheme at this time of year and 
it is actually a really beneficial process.



Level 5

Lasts throughout Year 1.

Level 5 is the fifth stage of the Twinkl Phonics learning scheme. Children will have completed 
Levels 3 and 4 by this stage and they will be familiar with all of the different letters, many 
common phonemes and many different common exception words. They should also be able 
to write simple sentences and captions.

In Level 5, children will learn about a range of new spellings, graphemes and pronunciations 
for sounds that they’ll have learned during previous levels. They will also be introduced to 
prefixes, suffixes and a range of new common exception words. Level 5 aims to expand 
pupils’ knowledge of phonemes and graphemes in spelling and reading, aiming to build up 
their reading fluency before they progress into Level 6.





Year 2
Year 2 is the final Year of phonics.

● Develop children’s knowledge of spelling patterns and best-guess grapheme selection.
● Learn more alternative graphemes and alternative pronunciations for known graphemes.
● Develop an understanding of the spelling rules for adding suffixes and prefixes.
● Introduce homophones/near homophones and contractions.
● Learn to spell more common exception words.

Children should be able to read hundreds of words using the following strategies:

● Reading them automatically.
● Decoding them quickly and silently.
● Decoding them aloud.





What if a child struggles with a Level or needs to catch up?

With the teaching of phonics children must be secure in their understanding of a Level 
before they can effectively progress to the next level. 

For children who aren’t secure on sound within levels we will run same day intervention 
sessions in small groups to support them in developing their understanding. So it may be 
your child has an additional session for a period of time to help them.

If children are significantly behind their peers in phonics sessions it may be that they are 
taught as part of a catch up group during the main phonics session so they can receive 
additional support. If this is the case we will always let you know and suggest how we 
can work together to support your child further.



Book Banded Reading Books
Alongside Rhino Readers all children in KS1 will have a book banded reading 
book each week. This book will be read with them in school and we would like for 
it to be read at home as well.

The book level is decided by a diagnostic reading quiz tool that we use. The 
children will take the quiz each half-term to determine a reading age which then 
associates with a colour of book.

We will then monitor the child’s progress in reading this book and their phonics 
Rhino Reader. 

Either of these books being read can be recorded within reading records.

This is the same process from Year 1 all the way until Year 6.



Key Stage 2

In Key-stage 2

Most children do not continue with phonics lessons but are supported in spelling, 
grammar and reading lessons which take place daily.

Reading lessons last for thirty minutes and are always based around a short text 
extract. Children will read it. There will be class discussion, teacher modelling and 
the children will answer questions.

The text we read within lessons are all available in school as part of our reading 
book collections.





Reading Books

Children with a reading age of below ten years will still receive a book banded 
reading book that will be changes at least weekly- should the child have finished it.

Children will be heard read once per week by either a TA, teacher or parent 
volunteer reader. This reading will be recorded within the child’s reading record.

For children with a reading age exceeding ten- they are deemed to be free readers 
of our school books and will select their own books with help from their teacher or 
teaching assistant.

Each class has a recommended reading list in their book classroom linked to their 
lessons in class with ideas to support these readers in choosing.



Reading Records

Throughout the school reading record will be checked weekly and children will be 
rewarded with house points or stickers for reading regularly through the week.

The record itself is a place for parents and teachers to communicate the 
successes and challenges children are facing with their reading. If you as a parent 
spot something that children are finding tricky with their reading- please let us 
know and we will have strategies to help support your child with this.

The aim for us both is to help your child develop good reading habits and secure 
skillset in reading any text. So a collaborative approach is definitely the most 
beneficial.



Next Steps

For Key Stage One and Reception parents you will receive a bundle of information 
about phonics including sound mats and QR codes to visit E-books. 

With this we will post links to useful videos which will help you in understanding 
the phonics your child is learning.

Mrs Whattcott will host a phonics drop in session at school in November (date 
TBC) where parents are invited in to learn some phonics alongside your children.

For Key Stage two parents our long term reading plan will be posted out to you 
which has a reading spine and suggested books to help develop your child’s love 
of reading further.



Thank you for attending we really appreciate your time…


